IV

THE  POINTS

Von Blomberg cannot be said to personify the whole
German officer corps. His nickname shows that his comrades
found it queer, and indeed ridiculous, to champion the
cause of the "lance-corporal of the world-war" so emphatic-
ally. They considered it a whim, or a pose, useful to his
own career, thougtfalso assisting the fiction, so industriously -
maintained, that the fighting services must not take sides in
politics, but must leave that to other elements. Later I
frequently heard it said in service circles that they desired
nothing better than to have Hitler thrust himself into the
foreground as he did, and so take* responsibility for all
, measures, virtually representing them as his own personal
ideas and decisions. "If the man insists on doing it, and if
it pleases him, well, why not? It makes our work easier/*
was the ironic comment of many an officer each time Hitler
prefaced some hard and unpopular decision with the words:
"/have now resolved . . /'

In the ranks of the higher officers there were other men,
with a sense of responsibility, who felt it to be a genuine
patriotic duty to recover for Germany what William II
called her "place in the sun/5 Such men were far from any
idea of preparing for another war, because they were only
too well aware of the risks and sacrifices it involved, but it
was inconceivable to them that Germany should permanently
play a subordinate part to nations like Poland and .Czecho-
slovakia.

At the suggestion of a friend, a highly placed civil servant
of the old school, I called on Baron jron Fritsch, the new-
chief of the High Command. At that time Germany seemed,
in hoine and foreign politics alike, to be heading for disaster,
and I wanted to get a clear idea of the actual controlling
elements at work. I hoped to discover an authority capable
of checking developments and diverting them into other''
channels.

T3ie accommodation then provided for this impofrta&t
department was meagre and even primitive. The adjutant